 “Willimantic theater re-opens”
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Have you visited the new Willimantic Digital Cinema? The family-owned, family-run theatre company called Welch Theatres bought the six-screen cinema formerly owned by Hoyts. The new theater has a renovated lobby and digital sound in all of the auditoriums. April 5th was the opening day of the cinema. The theater used to house Hoyts Jillson Square Cinemas which closed last fall when maintaining the theater was costing it more than it was making. However, it is likely Welch Theatres will be successful in Willimantic. “The response has always been great when we move into town. We have been receiving many calls and emails from people glad to see us take over the cinema,” said Greg Shimer from The Imaginos Partnership, responsible for advertising and promotion for Welch Theatres. 

Welch charges only $7 for adult evening shows, $5 for adult matinee shows, and $5 for children and seniors for all shows. Not only that but students can now see their favorite movie right here in Willimantic.

Buckland Hills Showcase Cinema in Manchester may boast stadium seating, reclining chairs, and cup holders but it all comes at a cost. They charge $8.75 for adult evening shows, $6 for adult matinee shows, and $5 for children and seniors for all shows. 

The Willimantic Cinema will soon have a new VIP showing wing for special events. The planned wing is for the right side of the theater where there are currently two screens. “The purpose of the new VIP wing is to create a separate movie experience for people,” said Shimer. He also said that the new wing “[w]ill have it’s own snack bar and be able to be cut off from the rest of the theatres if necessary. Therefore, if we have a special event at the same time as the regular movies, it will not disrupt the other moviegoers. We expect to have it open soon, but there is a lot of renovating to be done.” 

He said that the showing of foreign and independent films on the big screen is a long-term plan but right now the goal is to get the place running right because Hoyts left a mess. He also said that more choices for food and beverages at the concession stand is coming soon and that there might possibly be a frequent user card with discounts in the near future. 

The mission of Welch Theatres is to “bring the movies back to Main Street and make them fun again.” They also believe in offering other movie experiences that no other theater in the region can match. The Rocky Horror Picture Show played at their Jewett City location and was the only theater showing this movie in the entire state of Connecticut. Holiday promotions include Horrorthon that is in its sixth year and Holiday Classics featuring old black and white Christmas movies like “It’s A Wonderful Life”. 

Welch Theatres has three other theaters in eastern Connecticut. The Norwich Digital Cinemas, a two-screen theater on Route 82 is located in the Ames plaza, right off I-395 exit 80. The theater now has listening devices for the hearing impaired, cupholder armrests and DTS Digital Sound. The Dayville Digital Cinemas, a three-screen theater on Route 101 is located behind Beit Brothers Supermarket. The Dayville theater won The Reminder’s Reader’s Choice poll in “a great place to take a first date” and a “great place to see a show”. The theater will have new seats with cup holder armrests and a new concession stand in the near future. The Jewett City Cinemas, a two-screen theater is on Main Street in Jewett City. The Jewett City Cinema, the oldest of the four, charges only $5 for adult evening shows, adult matinee shows and children for all shows and only $4 for seniors for all shows. 

For more information on Welch Theatres visit their website at www.welchtheatres.com.

