Resident Theatre

by Corey Sipe

Theatre lovers have a lot to choose from in western Rhode Island and eastern Connecticut for excellent productions. Residents and visitors should take time out to see a musical, comedy, or an experimental theater production.

Granite Theatre

Social Security, will be performed at the Granite Theatre in Westerly at 1 Granite Street. 

The performance is about a married couple who work as art dealers. Their lives are shattered when the wife’s nerdy sister, her uptight CPA husband and her Archetypal Jewish mother come to save their teenage daughter from the horrors of “living only for sex”. 

Performances will be held between July 26 to August 25. Thursday through Saturday  performances will be at 8pm while Sunday performances will be at 2pm. 

For information call 401-596-2341 or visit www.granitetheatre.com.

Theatre By The Sea

Footloose, the story of a fun-loving city boy who finds himself stuck in a small, conservative town where dancing and rock ‘n roll are banned, will be performed at the Theatre By The Sea at 354 Cards Pond Road in Mantunuck, RI.

The performances features  Holly Kane of Woonsocket, Nicole Morris of Newport, Fredric Scheff of East Greenwich, Neil Santoro of Pawtucket, and Geri Sereno of Hopkinton. 

Performances will take place June 25 through July 20. Performances are Tuesday through Friday at 8pm, Thursdays at 2pm, Saturdays at 5pm and 9pm, Sundays at 5pm with a special Wednesday 2pm performance on July 3 and 17.

The powerful, critically acclaimed musical Jekyll and Hyde which will be performed between July 23 to August 17 at The Theatre By The Sea. 

Performances will be Tuesday through Friday at 8pm, Thursday at 2pm, Saturdays at 5pm and 9pm, and Sunday at 5pm. 

The Theatre-By-The-Sea will present Smokey Joe’s Cafe, a hit musical featuring the best songs of the 60’s including Stand By Me, Fools Fall in Love, Jailhouse Rock, and On Broadway from August 20 to September 8. 

Performances will be Tuesday through Friday at 8pm, Thursday at 2pm, Saturdays at 5pm and 9pm, and Sunday at 5pm. 

Children’s Festival will be performed at the Theatre-By-The-Sea every Friday from July 5 to August 23 at 10am and Noon.

For information call 401-782-8587 or visit www.theatrebythesea.com.

Spirit of Broadway

Honk! is the story of Ugly, whose looks cause prejudice among his family and neighbors. His journey leads him to realize his true beauty. It will be playing at the Spirit of Broadway Theater at 24 Chestnut Street in Norwich. 

The play reminds guests of the quote by E.E. Cummings, “To be nobody but yourself, in a world that is doing everything it can to make you into someone that you are not, means having to fight the hardest battle possible, without ever stopping.”

The musical comedy sponsored by Video World will be performed at 8pm on July 10-27 and at 2pm on July 14 and 21. Those who purchase tickets can recieve a free video rental at Video World stores in Taftville, Niantic, and Gales Ferry.

Spirit of Broadway Theater will finish their 2002 Vox Humana series with Naked By The River. The series introduces contemporary new playwrighting voices for a new century. 

Naked By The River is about an unpublished writer and his wife, a junior associate in a New York City law firm. 

This romantic comedy will be performed at 8pm August 15 through 17th and August 22 through 24 with a 2pm performance on August 18.

For information call 860-886-2378 or  visit www.spiritofbroadway.org

Goodspeed Opera House

Goodspeed Musicals will present a brand new version of the musical Babes in Arms at the Goodspeed Opera House on Route 82 in East Haddam.

Babes in Arms is a musical comedy about a group of abandoned teenagers who try to save themselves from a workfarm by putting on a show. 

This will be performed between July 12 and September 28 on Wednesdays at 2pm and 7:30pm, Thursdays and Fridays at 7:30pm, Saturdays at 4pm and 8:30pm, and Sundays at 2pm and 6:30pm.

Backstage at Goodspeed, an informal discussion for audience members to meet the cast of Babes in Arms, will take place following the performances on August 22, September 5 and 19.

Norma Terris Theatre

The Road to Hollywood will be performed August 8 to September 1 at the Norma Terris Theatre on North Main Street in Chester.

The musical is styled after the 1940’s movie musicals full of Big Band swing and characters reminiscent  of the stars of that decade. This musical valentine salutes Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour. 

Performances will be held Sundays at 2pm and 6:30pm, Wednesdays at 2pm and 7:30pm, Thursdays at 7:30pm except for opening night which is at 8pm, Fridays at 7:30pm, and Saturdays at 4pm and 8:30pm. 

First Friday Night Happy Hour will be held on August 9 at 6:30pm. Happy Hour includes an introductory talk from a member of the staff, complimentary appetizers from La Vita Gustosa, a three-star Chester restaurant, and specially priced beer, wine, and cocktails.

The performance on August 11 will feature a Wine Tasting Event at 5pm. 

Audience members can take part in the process of creating a new musical at The Norma Terris Theatre by participating in Talkbacks, a post-show discussion with the theatre’s staff. This will be held on August 14-15 and August 21-22. 

For information on performances at both the Goodspeed Opera House and The Norma Terris Theatre, call 860-873-8668 or visit www.goodspeed.org.

Bradley Playhouse

The musical Roger and Hammerstein’s Cinderella will be performed at the Theatre of Northeast Connecticut at the Bradley Playhouse in downtown Putnam right off Route 44, not far from Interstate 395. It will be performed on August 16, 17, 23, 24, 29, 30, and 31 at 8pm and on August 18 and 25 at 2pm. 

Combo packages give guests discounts at the theatre, a local restaurant, and a local hotel.  J.D. Cooper’s Restaurant,  Heritage Road Cafe, and The King’s Inn   participate in the program. 

For information call 860-928-7887 or visit www.tnect.org.

