Resident Summer Fun

New London and Westerly Summer Fun
by Corey Sipe

Enjoy fun in the sun at several different beaches.

Ocean Beach Park

“We have one of the cleanest beaches in the area,” says Ocean Beach Park concessions manager Maureen Jordan.

Ocean Beach Park in New London is a family-oriented beach featuring children’s movies Tuesday and Thursday nights along with Cruise Night Classic Car Show including a DJ playing ‘50’s dance music. 

Beach visitors come from Connecticut towns such as Brooklyn, Colchester, Meriden, West Hartford, and Newington as well as Massachusetts towns such as Chicopee, Agawam, and Springfield. 

The beach offers changing rooms, lockers, and restrooms.

Entertainment at the park includes three waterslides, seven kid rides, kids playground, carousel, arcade, and an 18-hole mini-golf course with live fish ponds.

Food is available at Carvel’s, Friendly’s, Boardwalk Cafe, and The Sand Bar Cafe. A gift shop has beach necessities and sovenirs. 

Banquet facilities include Port ‘N Starboard, The Nautilus, The Pilot House and The Pavilion.

Ocean Beach offers one of the area’s only public pools in the region with lifeguards on duty.  The pool is popular to those who don’t like the sand or ocean but want to cool down, says Maureen.

The beach also has a 400-foot nature walk overlooking Alewife Cove and a picnic area. For more information visit the Save Ocean Beach website at www.ci.new-london.ct.us/ocean_beach.htm.

Watch Hill

Four beaches make up Watch Hill, located in Westerly: Napatree Point, East Beach, Misquamicut Beach, and Weekapaug Beach.

Flying Horse Carousel

Bay Street in Watch Hill is home of the antique Flying Horse Carousel, a National Historic Site, believed to be the oldest carousel in America. 

Its horses are not attached to the floor but hang by chains suspended by overhead “sweeps”. The faster the ride, the farther out the horses swing. 

Rides are available daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day for children ages 2-12. For information call 401-348-6007.

Watch Hill Shops

George Nicholas Joann, owner of the St. Clair Annex, a family-owned and operated ice cream and sandwich shop since 1882, says that business is “very good”.

“Vanilla and chocolate are our most popular flavors”, said George. Two new flavors are available this summer: Strawberry Kiwi and Banana Nut Chip. 

Book and Tackle is a bookstore selling new and used books and postcards since 1953. The shop’s most popular books are new paperback fiction books, says employee Bob Jones.

“June was not our strongest month but business has picked up,” says Margo Carlson, owner of Puffins of Watch Hill. Her store has artwork, art glass, paintings, home accessories, and designer jewelry.  This is the store’s 16th year.

Down the street, Linda Cone, operates Linda’s Landing at Watch Hill, one of the newer businesses in town. The shop offers customers gourmet coffee, drinks, sandwiches, hot breakfast items, soft serve ice-cream, newspapers, dairy, snacks, ATM and convenience items. 

Linda mentioned that she makes her own recipe muffins and scones. 

Visitors can enjoy one of the best sunset views on the East Coast.

Misquamicut Beach

Rhode Island largest state beach is a popular attraction to many.

“Eighty to eighty five percent of our guests are non-residents coming from Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and New Jersey,” said James Shaw, Beach Manager of Misquamicut State Beach in Westerly.

He explained that, “we have water that is clean and non-polluted and many eastern Connecticut beaches are plagued by pollution. Also Eastern Connecticut has very few sandy beaches except for Ocean Beach.”

Unlike Connecticut beaches, the beach has waves. Body and board surfing are allowed in select areas of the beach. 

The beach’s pavilion provides guests with restrooms, showers, first aid, and refreshments. 

For more information about the beach visit www.misquamicutbeach.info. 

Safety

Before heading out to the beach, don’t forget your maps, sunglasses, and sunscreen. Arrive early especially on weekends to ensure a parking space. 

