More parking for all

By: Corey Sipe


Commuters, faculty, and residents all got what they wanted this semester, thanks to the opening of the new North Campus 719-space parking garage. The garage has 350 spaces for residents, 230 spaces for commuters, and 80 spaces for faculty.


The parking garage proves to be a practical way of solving future parking problems when two of the major lots on North Campus, Lot A and Lot B, are planned to be demolished later this semester. The demolition of Lot A will take 200 spaces away from commuters and 50 spaces from south campus residents. The demolition of Lot B will take 150 spaces away from north campus residents. Lot A will be the future home of the Early Childhood Development Center, and Lot B will be the future home of the Public Safety Building. 


Residents will gain 200 parking spaces and commuters will gain 30 parking spaces even after Lots A & B are closed. 


Both North and South Campus Residents are allowed to park on the second and third floors of the garage while commuters can park on the fourth floor and designated portions of the first floor. Faculty, handicap, and ECSU vans have also been given parking on the first floor. Visitors may park on the fourth floor. Commuters and visitors are not allowed to park in the garage overnight. 


North campus residents saw Lot B closed off the first few days of school, as the demolition of the Women’s Center forced electricity to light poles to be turned off. After the demolition was completed, the lot opened back up for north campus residents.


Faculty members lost fifty parking spaces at the Sports Center lot when the lot closed for construction. The lot should reopen in October. 


Freshmen who have obtained parking permits may park at the Baseball Complex only. North Campus Residents are no longer allowed to park in the Arboretum lot, located across from the parking garage. The lot will be the new Facilities and Management equipment and parking area. The current Facilities shed in Lot A, and parking for their staff will be demolished when construction begins on the Early Childhood Building. 


Parking capacity increased on North Campus but decreased on South Campus. Windham Street Apartment (WSA) residents have seventy spaces less than last semester due to construction. The fenced off area of the WSA parking lot and the fields across from Winthrop Hall will be the new home of a new South Campus Residential Village. According to the “ECSU Returns Fall 2003” publication, the University plans to open a 250-bed freshman hall in August 2004 and two 250-bed upperclassmen halls in August 2005.


WSA residents are urged to use the parking garage and are cautioned not to park their vehicles on city streets or at nearby Windham Technical Vocational School. ECSU Police Department’s Lt. Derrick McBride estimates that about 100 cars have been towed for illegally parking at Windham Tech during the first week of the semester. 

ECSU Police Department’s Chief Lewis Perry reminds on-campus residents that “they are not residents of Willimantic, so they are not allowed to park on city streets that have signs marked “Residents Only”. They will be ticketed and towed if they continue to violate that.” 

He also reminds students that the police department verifies all handicap-parking permits and will remove and send back to the DMV any misused handicap permits. Students cannot use their relatives handicap-parking permits. 

Students should pick up a copy of the new 2003-2004 parking regulations guide, which are available in all residence halls, in all administrative buildings, the police department, and the Student Center front desk. 

