CT Quiet Corner becoming less quiet

By: Corey Sipe

Lisbon, a small rural town of only 3,830 residents is now home to Connecticut’s newest and fastest growing shopping center, Lisbon Landing. The shopping center consists of big anchor stores such as Home Depot, Kohl’s, Wal-Mart Super Center, and Linen ‘N Things. It also includes smaller chain stores such as Old Navy, Famous Footwear, and Bath & Body Works. Future plans for the shopping center include more small retail stores such as The Gap, restaurants such as Ruby Tuesday’s, and a movie theater. The 80-acre shopping center is located right off of Interstate 395 only a few miles away from Norwich. 


Lisbon’s Wal-Mart Super Center is the second Super Center to open in Connecticut. The 184,000 square foot Super Center is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and features general merchandise like a regular discount store would have along with a food center. The store also has a tire and lube express, vision center, Radio Grill (fast-food restaurant), portrait studio, hair salon, one-hour photo, pharmacy, and Savings Institute Bank.


To get to the Lisbon Landing shopping center from Willimantic, take Route 32 south to the junction of Route 2. Take Route 2 east to Interstate 395 north. Exit the highway at Exit 84 and use the far two left lanes on the off-ramp. Make a left turn and take a left at the stoplight. 

How will a small community change after a major shopping center opens within its borders? On a long-term scale – will this be a positive step in reducing the number of miles residents must travel to do their shopping or will this result in increased traffic and the disintegration of small Norman Rockwell towns? We will soon see. 

