Leak causes problems at Webb Hall
By: Corey Sipe


Cold temperatures caused a water pipe in Webb Hall’s sprinkler system to burst last Thursday resulting in damage projected to be over $25,000. Students in their 11:00am classes on January 23 heard the sound of the fire alarm at about 11:15am. Many in classrooms of the lower levels of the building abandoned their book bags thinking that it was only a drill or a false alarm. However, this was no fire drill and re-access to the building was not allowed. The water leak resulted in the cancellation of all afternoon and evening classes. 

The water resulting from this burst soaked eight to ten computers in Webb Hall 410 General Purpose Computer Lab and damaged ceiling tiles on the 3rd floor while minor water damage was found on the 1st and 2nd floors. Excessive water was also found in the restrooms on the 2nd and 3rd floors. One overhead projection unit and ten to twelve computers were flooded with water. It has not yet determined whether the equipment can be fixed but new ceiling tiles will need to be installed in classrooms and hallways of the 3rd floor at a cost of $800, said Nancy Tinker, Facilities Management and Planning Director. Ceiling tiles will be replaced later after the area above the ceiling is able to dry out. 

Dennis Hannon, Vice President of Finance and Administration says that preliminary costs for replacing damaged carpeting in WH 410 and the computer labs directly under it will come at a cost of $30,000. The university will schedule the carpet replacement over the spring break or at the end of the semester.
According to Marc Masinda, Facility Building Maintenance Supervisor, the water problem happened when a cast iron fitting burst in the plenum of the northwest corner in WH 410. The plenum is the two to three feet tall area above the curved ceiling and the roof.

The air circulation system’s louvers bring recycled fresh air throughout the building, but recent cold temperatures and wind chills caused the insulation near the louvers in WH 410 to back away from the piping, according to Mr. Masinda. It is common for water pipes to freeze due to cold temperatures but the plumbing in Webb Hall allows a cast iron fitting to burst before the large pipe attached to it. 

The Maintenance Team, Willimantic Fire Department, and representatives from P&J Sprinkler dried up the floor using wet vacuums. Overhead projectors, televisions, and multimedia podiums were covered in plastic to protect them from the water. Representatives from Information Technology Services determined that there was no damage to the school’s network. 

After the floors were dry, damaged ceiling tiles were removed and large fans and heaters were placed in classrooms and hallways. The heat was turned up in Webb Hall to help dry it out. 

Water damage was evident to anyone who entered WH 410 as the back half of the lab was blocked with caution tape. The back left half of the lab reopened yesterday but it has not yet been determined when the back right half of the lab, the area most impacted by the pipe burst, will be reopened. 

Sixty to seventy percent of the carpeting in WH 410 was damaged, says Mr. Hannon, while carpeting in two to three computer labs on the third floor experienced varying water damage. He further explained that Room 313 was closed Friday since it was the classroom most impacted by the leak and classes were relocated to Room 110. However, the classroom was available for regular use Monday morning. 

This is not the first time that WH 410 has experienced water damage. Four years ago a pipe burst in the lab causing damage to carpeting and new insulation was installed near the piping in the plenum to keep it warm. Mr. Hannon acknowledges that more has to be done to insulate the pipe and heat the plenum space to prevent a future occurrence. 

He went on to explain that unfortunately the state’s insurance policy has a $250,000 minimum deductible and that ECSU will have to fund repairs on its own. 

Students who had personal property damaged because of the water leak should go to the Office of the Vice President of Student Affairs to apply for reimbursement. Students whose books or knapsacks were left in Webb Hall after the building was evacuated Thursday morning should report to Campus Police to claim their belongings. 

