
Eastern Connecticut State University has experienced the highest increase in enrollment when compared to the other Connecticut State Universities. When comparing the number of undergraduate full-time students between 1988 and 1999, Eastern experienced a 28.4% increase. Western Connecticut State University experienced a 1.8% decrease in the same period. Central Connecticut State University experienced an even higher decrease - 5.8%. Southern Connecticut State University experienced the highest decrease of 9.2%. 


The total enrollment is up 5.6% at Eastern, compared with 2.2% at Central, 2.5% at Southern, and 4% at Western. Applications to Eastern increased 15% this year and ECSU had a 16% increase in new full-time undergraduates over last year. Dr. Dimitrios Pachis, Vice-President for Academic Affairs hopes to have an overall 2% increase in students for next year. Currently 4,673 students are enrolled which includes both undergraduate and graduate students. It is projected that there will be an enrollment of 5,500 students by 2005. 


Dr. Pachis contributes the increased enrollment to “the quality of the academic programs, the increased reputation (of E.C.S.U.) throughout the state, the attractiveness of the campus, the very congenial environment we have created, and the positive attitude of faculty and staff toward students in their jobs”. 


Some other reasons for the increased enrollment is that Eastern is a diverse university, it is a safe environment, and it is a small university. The diverseness of the university means that students learn about other countries and cultures through conversations with other students. Out of the total amount of students who attend Eastern, 85% are white, 8% are African American, 4% are Hispanic, 2% are Asian and 1% are Native American. The unique size of our university makes it easier for students to make friends and meet new people. The 17/1 student/teacher ratio here at Eastern enables teachers know their students by name after the first few weeks of the semester.


Because of the increase in enrollment, the on-campus housing capacity has increased. RVA houses 312 freshmen students and RVB houses 140 upper-division students. Both of these residence halls together increases the on-campus housing to around 1,900 students. 73% of new full-time undergraduates and a record-high of 84% of incoming full-time freshmen live on campus. According to Mrs. Grace Engass, Director of Housing, residence halls are above 100% capacity. This is because Burnap, Crandall, and Burr Hall were originally built for two students per room but currently most of the rooms at these three freshmen dorms have three students per room. Last year, freshmen residence halls (Burr, Burnap, Crandall, Winthrop, and RVB) were at 123% capacity and upper-division residence halls were at 101% capacity. This means that most of the crowding over capacity occurs at the freshmen residence halls. Mrs. Engass said however that RVA, RVB, Winthrop, and Noble are kept at the design capacity level. She says residence halls are constantly over 100% capacity because she guarantees anyone housing who asks for it. 

Currently, she says there are no openings in freshmen residence halls but there are openings in upper-division housing. She says each residential building is different to accommodate different types of students and says that RVA and RVB are still working at developing a sense of community and that it is a little bit harder at these two buildings because of the size of the building. 


She also said that future plans include a new high-rise to replace the current Windham Street Apartment High Rise. She said that plans are in the works to hook in air conditioning in some of the residential hall units. She said that all buildings have heat.


Increased enrollment is a very positive characteristic of ECSU. Increased enrollment means that our university is becoming more attractive to people around the state and around our country. As our community continues to grow in number, we will become an even more diverse university and be more understanding of each other’s differences. 

