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Fort Has Many Lessons To Teach

By: Corey Sipe


This summer’s exhibit of the Fort at Mashantucket has a number of lessons beyond the archeological discoveries found there, according to Kevin A. McBride, director of research for the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center.


One important lesson, he said, is “breaking down stereotypes” about popular understanding of the relationships between Native Americans and European Colonialists.


Alliances among various native tribes; tribes and Colonialists; and among the Colonists were constantly in flux during the 1600s, he said.


“Conflict was not just between Colonists and tribes,” he said.


For example while the Pequots were nearly decimated by an alliance of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and the Narrangansetts and Mohegan tribes during the Pequot War of 1637-38, during King Philip’s War in 1675, the Pequots were allies with both the Mohegans and Connecticut colonialists.

 
He pointed out that while the Dutch and the English were constantly looking to use various alliances to improve their position, the Native Americans tribes were engaged in similar alliance building.


Another major lesson is the fact that the fort being excavated at Mashantucket is really a barricaded village. Kevin said that this probably indicates that Pequots and Colonists were protecting families in the “fort” during the war.


An exhibit called “The Fort at Mashantucket” was part of a four-day program in early July which featured events centered around King Philip’s War. 


Kevin said that the war came as a result of a regional conflict resulting from colonists encroaching on Indian land. 


The war is described as the most devastating conflict in American history on a proportional basis. 


Events of the four-day program included: 


A kettle lunch over an open fire featuring venison stew, corn bread, fire-roasted tubers, root beer and sarsaparilla. The menu was based on research at the fort and from 17th century descriptions of colonial and native foods.


A demonstration of a flintlock musket with a discussion of battle strategies used by Indians and Colonists.


The Ethnobotany of King Philip’s War a “walk and talk” tour on plant use by Native Americans. 


The fort is located about 600 feet from the museum. It is located sot that three sides are surrounded by the Great Cedar Swamp. The excavation site is about ¾ of an acre.


The present excavation is a result of ten years of work. Exhibits at the fort feature a comprehensive display of artifacts found at the site in three categories:


Domestic--food remains such as seeds, carbonized corn kernels, early tobacco pipes, and peach pits.


Military--such as flints made from small stones and spear points of iron and brass.


Ritual—beads and wampum used during special occasions such as weddings, birthdays, and funerals.


The Museum will host another Fort at Mashantucket Exhibit on August 10 and 11 from 10am to Noon.


Museum visitors can also visit a computer simulation of the archeology project. Call 1-800-411-9671 for further information. 

