ECSU campus becoming safer

By: Corey Sipe

Eastern Connecticut State University is becoming a safer place to live, learn, and work. The ECSU Police Department’s Uniform Campus Crime Report shows both the crime index and crime rate for each category of crime for the previous year as well as the past few years. The crime rate is the number of incidents while the crime index is calculated by dividing the number of reported incidents in each category by the number of full time equivalent (FTE) students and employees. The crime index is a clear indicator of the percentage of the population that commits crimes. In 1998, the crime index was 0.022% compared with 1997 at 0.0236%, 1996 at 0.0353%, and 1995 at 0.0403%. The crime statistics cover the calendar year starting from January 1 until December 31. In January 2000, the 1999 statistics will be made available to the public. These statistics are released in the Uniform Campus Crime Report. The report for 1998 is available for community members to pick up at the Police Department. Additional information is available on the ECSU Police Department webpage at http://nutmeg.ctstateu.edu/depts/police. The ECSU Police Department is required, like all towns and state universities are in the state, to report crime statistics to the Connecticut Department of Public Safety and to the FBI. 


In the Uniform Crime Report, each crime is assigned a category. Alcohol, drug, and weapons violations have all decreased between 1997 and 1998. Sexual assaults that do not include forcible rape also decreased between 1997 and 1998. Most categories show both gradual increases and decreases between 1995 and 1998, although larceny-thefts have gradually decreased since 1995 and forcible rapes have gradually increased from 0 in 1995 to 2 in 1998. This doesn’t necessarily mean that more rapes occur on campus than in the past and could simply be because more rapes are being reported to the ECSU Police because students feel more comfortable to come forward. 


The decline in overall crime is attributed to crime prevention programs which deal with personal safety, residence hall security, fire safety, substance abuse, and rape prevention which begin with student and parent orientation and continue throughout the year. These programs are presented by the ECSU Police Department. This year is the first year in which students must use their “CAT Card” to card into their residence hall. In the past, students used a regular key to unlock the residence hall building door. Under the new system, access to a residence hall is restricted in most buildings to only one door and Residence Hall Staff monitor those entering the building. Also, when students “swipe” their card across the card reader to unlock the door, the time and date is recorded. These records are kept at the ECSU Police Department and are only looked at if a crime has taken place and the records would help identify possible suspects. University police officers make frequent walk-throughs of residence halls during the night. All academic buildings are locked at the conclusion of evening classes at 10:30pm. 


Other programs Eastern offers its students are numerous awareness programs to prevent sexual assaults and to encourage prompt reporting if an assault occurs. Students are advised to trust their instincts. In the event of a sexual assault, the victim should report the incident directly to the ECSU Police Department as soon as possible to collect and preserve evidence. The ECSU Police Department views sexual assaults to be among the most serious types of offenses and will encourage prosecution in the criminal courts. 


After living on campus for a while, it is easy to become too “comfortable” with one’s environment and forget important security tips. It is important for students to shut and lock their doors when they leave their rooms, even if they will be back in just a minute. Students should report lost keys to the University Police Department immediately and should never loan or duplicate keys. Students are reminded not to prop open exterior doors of the residence hall because this would compromise the security of those who live in the building. 

In order to recover items that may become lost or stolen, students are encouraged to participate in the ECSU Operation Identification Program. Students can participate by maintaining a list of serial numbers on valuable items (TV’s, stereos, bicycles, etc.) of personal property and keeping the list in a safe place. Finally, students are reminded if they are a victim or a witness of a crime to report it immediately, information received by the ECSU Police Department is confidential. 

To contact the ECSU Police Department for routine calls, dial extension 55310 on-campus or 465-5310 off-campus. In an emergency, twenty-three Code Blue emergency phones are strategically located throughout the campus and dial directly to the department. Students can also dial extension 888 for emergencies or dial 911 for the Willimantic Emergency Dispatch Center. Crimes or emergencies can also be reported in person at the ECSU Police Department located on 264 High Street, near the Main Entrance to campus.  

