
Jacqueline F. Stayer, Director of Contribution and Communication Services for United Technologies Corporation was the special guest at the Celebrating Women’s Leadership Luncheon held Friday, April 12 in the President’s Dining Room of Hurley Hall. 


“You can be successful even without plans,” said Ms. Stayer. She told her audience the different ways people are able to get ahead in life but more importantly talked about how people define success. She said that we all should ask ourselves questions like; how far will I go to get what I want, am I willing to step on other people to get what I want, and am I willing to go back to school.


She focused on the importance of reinventing oneself, defining oneself, and telling people to figure out what it will take for them to feel really satisfied, not just in their job but also in their life. She said that people should balance work and life and make contributions to their community. She said that those who are afraid they are not smart enough to be successful should remember that George W. Bush, President of the United States, was a C student. “You should feel good about yourself,” said Ms. Stayer. 


Ms. Stayer received national acclaim when she developed the first communications program in corporate America on sexual harassment while working at GTE (now Verizon). She currently is Vice Chair of the board of Connecticut Public Television and Radio and serves on the board of the Connecticut Council on Philanthropy. 

Those who came to the luncheon were not only awarded with the ability to ask a highly successful woman questions but were also treated with free food from Sodexo. Each person received a handheld calculator as well as a pin with an eagle, the Pentagon, and a picture of the American flag in color behind the eagle with the inscription, “United In Memory September 11, 2001”.  

