Cable – Build it into the price

By: Corey Sipe


If you think about it, it’s absurd that our university doesn’t offer free cable to its on-campus residents. Cable television is already available in every classroom building and most of the residence halls have cable in their common areas. Currently, Eastern only offers residents free phone and Internet service.


Students who passed by the Charter Communications tent during the first week of school were in for a surprise. We realized that basic and expanded cable, which includes 74 channels, costs $44.55 (plus tax) a month with a $25.56 (plus tax) installation fee while the digital choice package, which includes 85 channels costs $51.50 (plus tax) a month with an $8 (plus tax) installation fee. We also realized that new student subscribers receive no discount off the first months of service and that we must pay the activation fee even if we ordered cable the semester before.


Students at UCONN don’t need to deal with Charter Communications since they receive cable through their university’s HuskyVision cable system. They pay for it through their room fee but university officials say that the system saves students $50-$100 per semester in costs they would normally be paying to a cable company. The university was going to work with Charter in providing cable for its students, but decided it was cheaper and easier to just create its own system. HuskyVision provides students with 75 stations including local channels and networks along with the ability to watch class lectures, view class videos, and register for classes. For an additional fee, students can even order HBO, HBO Plus, HBO Signature, Showtime, Cinemax, and The Movie Channel. 


Such a system should be in place here at Eastern. It would compliment the telecommunications system already established in the residential halls as well as help students save money. Students would no longer have to pester their roommates for money each month to pay the cable bill.

