
The Eastern Connecticut State University Bookstore recently went through a $50,000 renovation and expansion project. Barnes and Nobles operates the bookstore and paid for the project. The project included new tile floor, new carpeting, painting the posts and additional lighting. The store now goes back an additional twelve square feet into what formerly was part of the stockroom of the store. The stockroom moved back to the former Veteran’s Affairs Office located behind the Lower Level Conference Rooms. 


When students walk into the newly renovated 5,000 square foot bookstore they will also notice that the store has a new layout. The Book Buyback area located near the cubbies where students drop off their bookbags has been moved to the area next to the Customer Service Desk. The Customer Service Desk in the front of the store has a new counter and is laid out in a more efficient way. Students can now pick up snacks, juice, and soda right at the front of the store near the door. The health and beauty aids and stationary departments are now located in the back right corner of the store. The newly marked School Spirit department that features clothing and souvenirs with the ECSU logo has been expanded and reorganized. The Textbook Information Desk located in the back center of the store has a brand new counter and the textbook department is now marked and its back aisle is bigger. The store features a new line of clothing a new line of greeting cards. 

Walls of the store are currently bare since the former posters on the walls have been removed but Ben Blake, the bookstore manager, said that he will be talking with the Fine Arts department about installing student art on the walls. 

Blake said that the university will be installing new doors to the entrance of the store which will be handicapped accessible. The American with Disabilities Act requires publicly owned buildings to be handicapped accessible; the entrances to many campus buildings both new and old have push-button automatic handicapped doors. 

 The bookstore’s website (http://www.bkstore.com/ecsu) also maintained by Barnes and Nobles will soon be revamped to make it more user friendly for both students and faculty members. The website allow students to view general information about the store as well as a list of the books authored by ECSU faculty. The site features information on the book buyback policy and textbook pricing information as well as information on building and maintaining credit. Faculty members can order textbooks, desk copies, and special services through the website. 

The Barnes and Nobles website (http://www.barnesandnoble.com/) sells books, e-books, college textbooks, out of print books, music, DVD & video, software, gifts and calendars, magazine subscriptions, and online courses. The nearest Barnes and Nobles stores to ECSU are in Glastonbury near Rte. 2, Hartford in the Civic Center Plaza, and in the Enfield Brookside Plaza. 

