Big E plenty of fun for students

By: Corey Sipe


Opening weekend at the Big E in West Springfield, Mass. proved to be a lot of fun. The Campus Activity Board sponsored a trip this past Sunday for fifty students. Students enjoyed watching “Hard Ball” and “The Bachelor” during the bus trip. The cost of the trip was only $3 and included both the bus trip and admission into the fair. The rain kept some away from the fair allowing students to browse at their leisure with little lines at concession stands, rides, and plenty of fun. Only 28,134 people attended the fair compared with 116,499 who attended the day before. 


The Big E stands for the Eastern States Exposition, the nation’s eighth largest fair representing the New England region. The Avenue of the States is a group of six buildings, one representing each state. Each state has entertainment, food, vendors, tourism information, and exhibits. Connecticut featured UCONN coffee and ice cream, an exhibit and 3-D movie by the New England Air Museum, and fresh seafood.


One of the most interesting aspects of the fair is this year’s premiere exhibition: Norman Rockwell Paints America. The exhibit was sponsored by the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Mass. All of Rockwell’s 322 “Saturday Evening Post” covers are featured along with reproductions of his famous “Four Freedoms” paintings. On weekend afternoons, Rockwell’s hometown models greet visitors at the exhibit. Kevin and Belita O’Hara, models for Rockwell’s Peace Corps painting, were on hand to talk to visitors this past Sunday. 

Visitors to the fair should try The Big E Cream Puff, the fair’s new signature dessert. It’s a round soft-shell pastry filled with a delicious cream filling. The cream puffs are definitely worth the $3 cost and can even be wrapped to take home to freeze to eat later. The cream puffs can be found in the authentic bakery in the New England Center.

The Better Living Center included a variety of different exhibits varying from practical items to leisure items. Many things being sold were As Seen on TV at discounted prices. Floor cleaners, cars, cellular phones, jewelry, crafts, clothes, and music were all available as well. 

Some students enjoyed the variety of entertainment available including a magic, illusion, and comedy show called Bedazzled, Charlie Belknap’s Hollywood Stunt Show, a circus, live music from famous singers, and a miniature recreation of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey Circus. 

Before the bus came, students enjoyed the Big E Grande Parade, which featured Budwesier Clydesdales, marching bands, and Mardi Gras floats throwing out bead necklaces. The Big E Mardi Gras has daily parades Monday through Friday at 7:30pm and joins with the Big E Grande Parade on weekends at 5pm. The Big E Grande Parade occurs everyday at 5pm. 


The Big E will be open everyday through September 29. Gates open at 8am though most buildings and exhibits are open 10am to 10pm. The Big E is located an hour from ECSU. Follow Route 6 West to Interstate 384. Follow I-384 to Interstate 291. Follow I-291 to Interstate 91 North. Use exit 3 to Route 5 North to Route 147 West. Free parking is available near gate entrances. See www.thebige.com for more information. 

