All Ears Radio Theatre Full of Emotion and Creativity

By: Corey Sipe


The power of human emotion and the ingenuity of creative minds melded together this past Saturday, April 26, at the All Ears Radio Theatre, a radio show that consisted of poetry, fictional commercials, song, music, skits, and interviews. The show was broadcast on WECS 90.1FM and will be broadcast and performed before a live audience again this Saturday, May 3, in Webb Hall Room 110 from 12pm to 3pm, admission is free. Thirty-five people made up the ensemble of writers, performers, and crew members that have worked long and hard on making a production that truly displayed their ingenuity. The show was part of the third annual School of Education/Professional Studies and Graduate Division’s Excellence Exposition. The exposition allows students to show their accomplishments in their classes in a variety of ways. “This is what college is about, showcasing the work of our students. This is a dedication of our faculty and students who will show what they have accomplished,” Vice President of Academic Affairs Dr. Dimitrious Pachis explained. 

In the All Ears Radio Theatre, all of the students in the Communication Department’s Scriptwriting class had a role in writing scripts, reading parts, and even organizing things behind the scenes. Scriptwriting allows students to learn how to write scripts for the radio show. Today’s radio, unlike radio of the 1930’s and 1940’s, rarely relies on scripts except for talk shows. However, this radio show’s purpose was to teach students about the creativity involved in creating the serials that audiences would tune into week after week. Radio allowed audiences to be creative since there was no picture. 

Some of the themes addressed in these skits may have been of a mature nature but open-mindedness is important. Communications Professor Dr. Edmond Chibeau started the show rapping the First Amendment to the Constitution, one of the most important things that Communication students will learn. 

When asked about the most important component of All Ears Theatre, Chibeau said, “One of the unacknowledged underwriters of our show is creativity. Creativity, the exquisite synaptic anomaly, that allows us to see things differently. That allows us, in the blink of an eye, to set goals different from those we were taught to set. The teleological navigator, creativity, the star by which free people set their moral compass. It is part of every business plan, of every scientific discovery, of every educational initiative.” 

A skit called “Frazzled R.A.” dealt with one resident assistant’s constant trials as she attempts to counsel residents about their problems. This R.A. admits in her piece that she has many of the same problems as her residents.  The trials of establishing committed relationships, trying to impress others, and dealing with rejection were all addressed in this piece. 

“Hey Lizzie” was a play dealing with difficulties of the family in our society. Most will admit that today’s family experiences many more difficulties than families of yesteryear. However, even at a time when nothing is taboo, the discussion of domestic abuse is silenced. Domestic abuse can be verbal abuse or physical abuse. Fear is one of the strongest human emotions and can cause many to keep silent about the abuse they endure. 

“It Could Be One Long Night” dealt with the quick-fix society that we live in where people are often treated as objects. In this skit, grandmother orders a mail order Hot Male Lover, only to find out that he keels over shortly after they make love. She complains to the company that her satisfaction is guaranteed and when they tell her that a replacement cannot be sent until the next day, she is distraught. 

In a mystery skit, “Jewel of the East”, listeners were transported back in time to 1889 when the Willimantic State Normal School first opened on the second floor of the Savings Institute Bank building on Main Street. The Willimantic State Normal School taught women how to become teachers and in this skit the detective advises one seeking his services that “education will liberate you”. The Willimantic State Normal School moves out of the Main Street building, expands, and becomes present-day Eastern Connecticut State University. Astronomy Professor Russell Sampson played the detective role and gave a brief astronomy update later in the show. 

All Ears Radio Theatre was truly the only program to present American Sign Language on the radio. A poem was read over the air and done in sign language by its author. English Professor Meredith James read pieces of poetry in Kiowa. 

Jim Wolf, a singer and songwriter, sang “Willimantic USA” originally performed by Jesse Greer in 1957. “Many Moons” is a song he wrote which will be on his next CD.


“I was here at the birth of this expo. It’s a bittersweet time for me, as a senior performing in my last show,” said Guarnieri, a student producer, who will be graduating next month with a Bachelor of Sciences in Interdisciplinary Media Writing and Production for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired. 


A Roy Atwell radio sketch from 1933 was performed by Psychology Professor Calvin Saxton. Roy Atwell was a comedic radio performer known for his mumbling and constant mispronouncing of words and clichés.  

In the Shakespeare segment of All Ears Radio Theatre, Christopher Ettridge performed the opening monologue from Richard III and discussed some of the difficulties of performing Shakespeare. Ettridge is an artist in-residence who recently directed “The Visit” at the Harry Hope Theatre.


Jonathan Malon, a student producer, explained his commitment to the production by saying, “I enjoy working with a lot of creative and open-minded individuals.” Malon explains that he feels the purpose of the radio show is “to expose people to other people’s thoughts and emotions.” This is his second year assisting with All Ears Radio Theatre. He wrote, “It Could Be One Long Night” and “Gray Light”. 

“Last Time I Got the Bends”, the play Malon wrote for last year’s edition of All Ears Radio Theatre, will be performed in the Harry Hope Theatre this weekend along with four other pieces from the Scriptwriting class. The ECSU Theatre Department will perform those plays in New York City May 28th and May 30th at the Sargent Theatre, part of the American Theatre of Actors.  

Malon’s pieces will be part of “Short Stuff 2003”, a collection of original ten-minute plays, which will take place this Thursday through Saturday, May 1-3, at 8pm and on Sunday at 4pm. Call the Harry Hope Theatre Box Office at 465-5123 for more information or to reserve tickets. 


Tezra Lutaya, said this is the first year she has participated in the radio show and explains, “I like the whole concept of comedy. Not many people listen to radio, so I wanted to be part of the show and see how it all comes together. I wanted to see how the school radio works with students and helps them convey their ideas.” She wrote and translated a poem in Swedish called “The Narrow Path”. 


Greg Porter explained that “everyone worked hard especially John Malon” for the production. He noted that the Scriptwriting class is worth the work. 


The production enabled students not previously interested in radio writing to become interested in it. Lindsay Vigue, sophomore and Communications major, says “This has been so fun I’m so happy. This is my opportunity for extra-credit; I’ve never done anything like this. And I get to play a crude grandma.”

The show helped present the talents of a variety of writers who communicated their happiness, laughter, fear, sorrow, and most importantly their creativity through their scripts. 

Excellence Awards were presented to Communications students who have achieved in excellence in a variety of categories including TV production, editing, Independent Study, WECS radio, traditional photography, digital photography, developing playwright, poetry, and new playwright. Four academic awards were given out as well: 1st year, 2nd year, 3rd year, and 4th year. 

Students interested in learning to write performance scripts for stage, screen, and radio should consider taking Communications 357 in the fall. Some of the scripts written for both Fall 2003 and Spring 2004 will be presented at next May’s All Ears Radio Theatre. 

