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14 Weekends of Magic in New London

By: Corey Sipe


New London’s waterfront is the gathering place and stage for 14 weekends this summer as it hosts a continuing array of events and activities.


Events which will be using the waterfront, its piers and walkways, are:


The Saturday Market, each Saturday between June 8 and August 31, except for July 13;


The 25th SAILFEST on July 12, 13 and 14; and


The new combination of Taste of Connecticut with Boats, Books, & Brushes, on September 6, 7, and 8.

Saturday Market


The Saturday Market is a new event that uses Waterfront Park, next to the City Pier. A special feature is an ever-changing marketplace in the new open-air Pavilion. The Market runs from 11:00am to 4:00pm. Exhibitors feature art and crafts, seafood, specialty foods, and farm products.


As a new event the market organizers, New London Main Street Corporation, are still seeking a variety of artists, artisans, fine crafters, and specialized food vendors to create an ever-changing market. The plan is to offer the most interesting crafts and most unusual items to be found anywhere in Southern New England. To participate in the market call 447-3035.


Saturday Market opened with events associated with the Harvard/Yale Regatta. The next week Wesleyan Potters featured members’ work along with demonstrations on a potters’ wheel. 


“The Arts & Crafts of Gardening” is the theme for June 22. A wide selection of herbs and unique garden art will be for sale and demonstrations on the use, care, and raising of herbs will be available courtesy of the HerbFarm of Salem.


On June 29, The Mystic Art Association will be showing members’ work, conducting a painting workshop and member artists will work en plein air around the site.


New London’s Yah-Ta-Hey Gallery is assembling a variety of American Indian artists and their work for July 6. 


The Westerly, RI, Cooperative Artists Gallery brings members work from southern Rhode Island to the Market on July 20.


Guilford Handcraft Center is featured on August 10.


Various boats, including “Enviro Lab II,” will dock at the pier during the weekends for visits or selling seafood.


The New London Saturday Market is supported with grants from the Bodenwein Foundation, the City of New London, and Pfizer, Inc. 

SAILFEST


SAILFEST celebrates the 25th year on July 12, 13, and 14. It features a classic car parade, traveling sea lion show, dinosaur adventure puppets, giant sand sculpture, large varieties of entertainment and food, a giant fireworks show, and a number of tall ships.


Museums that have special events as part of SAILFEST include the Mystic Seaport Museum, U.S. Coast Guard Museum, Science Center of Eastern CT, Lyman Allyn Museum of Art, Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center, The Children’s Museum of Southeastern Connecticut, Mystic River Historical Society, and Nature’s Arts. Children will have the opportunity to make crafts, play games, participate in science experiments, play with clay, and meet stuffed and live animals. 


Tall ships participating include the 110 ft. sloop Providence, the 63 ft. sloop/cutter Bandaris, and the Sea Pony. These ships will be docked at City Pier and will be available for tours and a Sunday morning harbor cruise. Tickets for the cruises are at Parade News at 68 State Street.


The fireworks display will be on July 13 at 9:15pm. Produced by the world-famous Grucci family and choreographed to music on 105.5 FM and 102.3 FM. The show is sponsored by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation. 


Saturday at 6pm, the entire downtown New London area will be closed to vehicle traffic. The event will be carried on WVIT NBC 30. In case of rain, the event will be held on Sunday at 9:15pm. 


The 18th Annual New London Road Race, another SAILFEST event, will take place on Sunday at 9:15am at the intersection of Eugene O’Neill and State Street. 


Live music will be performed each of the days of SAILFEST on multiple stages along the waterfront. 


The annual State Farm Car Show will take place on Sunday at 10:00am. Antique, classic, hot rods, and motorcycles depart Shaw’s Cove parking lot and parade through downtown.


More information about SAILFEST is available at www.sailfest.org.

The Taste of Connecticut


For the first time, The Taste of Connecticut festival will be held in New London on September 6-8. It will coincide with the Boats Books & Brushes festival creating a unique literary, arts, food and maritime event which will feature authors, tall ships, and an Author’s Row for readings and book signings. Sample gourmet food and fine wine and beer will be served by 40 of Connecticut’s finest chefs and restaurants. 


Art exhibits, maritime history, live music, and storytellers will also be available throughout the weekend. Children can take part in hands-on arts and crafts adventures, and a Storybook Character Parade, the Reading Rocks family reading festival and Museum Village. Be sure to go to hear the “Spooky Stories by the Sea.”


Working schooners will race in the 3rd Annual New London Schooner Challenge and the U.S.C.G. Eagle will be open for tours at City Pier.


More information about the Boats, Books, and Brushes festival is available at http://www.sailnewlondon.com/. 

