
Every few years we see Microsoft touting a new version of its Windows operating system. Windows 2000 came out on February 17. 

Windows 2000 Professional (home user) version is being sold for $319. Upgrades from Windows 95 or Windows 98 will cost $219. Upgrades from Windows NT Workstation 4.0 are $149. Windows 2000 Server costs $1,199 and comes with the availability to “share” the same copy of Windows 2000 with ten computers. Upgrading from an existing copy of NT Server is $599. Windows 2000 Advanced Server costs $3,999 and comes with the availability to “share” the same copy of Windows 2000 with twenty-five computers. Upgrading from an existing copy of Advanced Server is $1,999.


Windows 2000 Professional is basically the same as Windows 98 except it has more features such as Active Desktop, power management, and Plug-and-Play support. Windows 2000 Server includes Active Directory and new automated software installation features. Windows 2000 is also similar to Windows NT, the operating system that is on computers in Webb Hall and the Library. Windows NT is primarily for businesses, universities, and schools, which have their own “network”, many computers tied together to access shared programs and printers. 


Microsoft will ship a second edition of Windows 98 later this year and it will be followed by a consumer Windows 2000. This is because Microsoft acknowledges that Windows 2000 Professional is too sophisticated for the average home user. 


If you are still running Windows 3.x and you want to upgrade your operating system, it would be a good idea to take the leap to Windows 98 rather than purchasing Windows 95 or Windows 2000. For those of us who have Windows 95 and want to upgrade, its best to upgrade to Windows 98. If you do purchase Windows 2000, be sure your system has the capacity to do so. It is recommended you have 166Mhz processor and 64MB RAM. Windows 2000 runs on most laptops. 


Microsoft often finds “bugs” or problems with its operating systems. It also finds security flaws, which may allow hackers, access to your computer. If you have Windows, it’s a good idea to check into www.microsoft.com, and download the newest patches. 


