Learn about your Library

By: Corey Sipe

The J. Eugene Smith Library at Eastern Connecticut State University is offering a new service to the Eastern community. They have put together and scheduled four drop-in sessions to help students and community members in learning about the library’s resources. All sessions are free and open to the public and will be held in the User Education Room, Room 263, located on the 2nd floor outside the Library proper. Sessions are designed for beginners, but in the library’s ever changing environment everyone can benefit from a refresher. The sessions follow a logical progression but need not be taken in order.

Those attending sessions that are during the evenings and weekends should e-mail John Degon, User Education Librarian at degonj@stu.easternct.edu or call 465-5550 at least 24 hours in advance. E-mail and phone messages are checked several times each day. All messages will receive responses within 48 hours. 

Mr. Degon says that in the future it is planned there will be sessions about how to use Internet resources and using Internet search engines to find research material. He hopes that these students will be able to find times that is most convenient for them. Of course, students are always welcome to inquire at the Reference Desk located on the 2nd floor for assistance with their research. The sessions began last week but there was no turnout due to lack of advertising. It is hoped that advertising will help increase the turnout. 

Session 1 is “Getting to Know J. Eugene Smith Library”. This session is a physical and electronic tour of locations and services most important to new Smith Library users. All of the scheduled dates have passed but new ones will be created based on request. 

Session 2 is “Beginning Your Library Research”. This session will be about the guidelines for the first steps in the research paper process which include refining your topic into a good research question and using the reference and periodical collections for background research. The day sessions will be on Tuesday, February 19, Tuesday, February 26, Monday, March 4 and Monday, March 18 from 1:00 to 2:00pm. The evening session will be from 5:30 to 6:30pm on Tuesday, February 26. The weekend session will be on Saturday, March 2nd from 12:30 to 1:30pm.

Session 3 is “Introduction to CONSULS, the Library’s Catalog”. Access to the physical collections of all four CSU libraries will be discussed. Participants will be able to learn to use author, title, subject, and powerful keyword searches to locate the books, periodicals, documents, videos, and other materials you need. The day sessions will be on Tuesday, March 12th, and Tuesday, April 9th from 1:00 to 2:00pm. The evening session will be on Tuesday, March 12th from 5:30 to 6:30pm. The weekend session will be on Saturday, March 16th from 12:30 to 1:30pm. 

Session 4 is “Introduction to the Library’s Databases”. The library subscribes to over 130 databases available to only ECSU students, faculty, and staff. Participants will learn to search for published magazine, journal, and newspaper articles. The day sessions will be on Monday, April 1st, Monday April 15th, and Tuesday, April 23rd from 1:00 to 2:00pm. The evening session will be on Tuesday, April 2nd, from 5:30 to 6:30pm. The weekend session will be on Saturday, April 6th from 12:30 to 1:30pm.

These sessions are part of the new expanded services of the User Education Department. In the past, the User Education Services were geared toward faculty. Some faculty members brought their students to the User Education Room during class to teach them how to use the library’s resources. These sessions are designed to make User Education Services more accessible to students and give students a choice in what they would like to learn about the library’s resources. For more information about the Library visit the library’s website at http://www.easternct.edu/library/.

