Explorer Post program starts at ECSU

By: Corey Sipe


The tragic events of September 11 reminded Americans to focus on a police officer’s main goal: To serve and protect. As a result, many Americans have much more respect for the police officers, fire officers, and EMT workers with some wanting to work in their fields. Students at ECSU can experience these fields in a new program called Explorer Post that will enable them to explore what being a police officer is about by having a law enforcement position on the campus police department. The program includes classroom instruction, practice with role-playing, and hands-on experience.


In the classroom instruction phase, students learn the essentials involving criminal investigations, community services, physical fitness, search and seizure, and liability issues as a result of search and seizure and criminal investigations.


Scenarios require participants must make quick decisions and learn about how to appropriately deal with different types of emergencies such as driving under the influence, domestic dispute, building search for weapons, and a hostage situation. 

After they have successfully completed the training scenarios, students will work at the communications center at the university police department. They begin with assignments answering calls to the police department and radioing for help if necessary. Finally, they will have the opportunity to ride along with an officer and performing assistance duties such as radioing for backup, directing traffic, or observing the number and age of occupants in a vehicle. The program also includes events that members can participate in such as softball games, football games, and dances. 


This post is part of a national Explorer program run as a subsidiary of the Boy Scouts of America. However, the program is open to both young men and women between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one, although those twenty-two and older may assist in the program. 

Participants can elect to work at their hometown police department during school vacations and work at the university police department during the school year. Most posts charge participants $7 a year to be part of the program, but Chief Perry said this cost would be waived only at ECSU. Lieutenant McBride said that the program has a “great deal of potential” since Eastern is the first university to have an Explorer Post setup. He said that various towns in Connecticut have a post setup as well as the state police barracks.

“We think it’s going to be a benefit to the University community. This is something that will enhance the university community policing program that will have students involved,” said Chief Lewis Perry at ECSU.


One of the most important aspects of being an officer is to have pride in your job, have integrity and character, as well as feeling good about yourself, said Chief Perry. By participating in the program, students will go through a lot of training along with background, psychological, and criminal checks. Interviews of student’s spouses or significant others and friends will be conducted along with polygraph tests. Students will still need to go to the police academy after they complete the Explorer program but the program will help them gain experience so that they will be more ready to handle the paramilitary exercises at the academy. 


Those interested in participating in this program should call the police department at *55310 to speak with Officer Ben Hoffman who is the program leader at ECSU. Students who participate in this program should realize that they would have to sign a contract stating that they will follow the rules and regulations of the program. Interested students should be aware that in order for this program to be successful they should avoid going to events that may get them in trouble such as frat parties. 

Another way to learn more about law enforcement opportunities with the state of Connecticut students may attend a Law Enforcement Career Fairs. The Manchester Community College will be hosting a career fair on Saturday, March 2 between 10am and 3pm at the their college’s Lowe Building located on Great Path Road in Manchester. Housatonic Community College will also be hosting a career fair on Saturday, March 9 between 10am and 3pm at their college’s Atrium located at 900 Lafayette Blvd. in Bridgeport. Both fairs will expose participants to the duties and responsibilities of state police troopers, protective service police officers, correction officers, and motor vehicle inspectors. 

