Horror Thon = Lots of fun


Willimantic Theater had its first annual Horror Thon last Saturday evening. As I entered the cinema, I saw the DJ’s at the I-98 table, motionless and almost dead. I didn’t see any giveaways and heard nothing about Horror Thon on I-98 earlier that evening. The only thing they appeared to be giving away was cheap bumper stickers.


Lines for tickets and concessions were fairly short so I stopped and got some snacks and I must say that the popcorn is really good. 


Audience members were encouraged to dress in costume but most decided to come like themselves like I did. I did spot a Mike Meyers and a girl dressed like the devil though. 

The night started with Halloween Resurrection. I had seen the movie at the recent CAB event but the wide screen and digital sound greatly enhanced the experience. 

The movie is about kids hired to explore Michael Meyer’s childhood home with video cameras attached to their clothes. The images were broadcast over the Internet for all to see. Audience members are intrigued and the show is great until everyone realizes that Michael Meyer’s is still alive and wants to kill. The movie was predictable in parts but overall was pretty good.

Jason X followed which seemed to resemble a screwed up Star Trek episode. I have never seen this movie before and don’t have any desire to see it again. Jason Voorhees, after getting defrosted, wrecks havoc on a space ship 400 years in the future. The movie is a drama, science fiction, and horror all rolled into one. It was fair but I was disappointed. 

After the movie ended, I decided to get up and walk around and noticed the DJ’s from the I-98 table were gone. I thought that the point of having a radio station there for an event would be that they would stay for the whole thing. 

Friday the 13th was the third movie shown, a movie I also have never seen. The beginning of the movie was more funny and hokey than scary since it was set in the late 1950’s. Camp Crystal Lake is the home to the summer camp where Jason originally drowns to death while the camp counselors were too busy exploring each other to notice. 

A young couple opens the camp but local residents warn them to keep the camp closed. Jason slowly kills camp counselors one by one. The second half of the movie was scary and definitely unpredictable. 

 “I met him, fifteen years ago. I was told there was nothing left. No reason, no conscience, no understanding; even the most rudimentary sense of life or death, good or evil, right or wrong. I met this six-year-old child, with this blind, pale, emotionless face and, the blackest eyes…the DEVIL’S eyes! I spent eight years trying to keep him locked up for I realized what was living behind that boy’s eyes was purely and simply…EVIL!, said Dr. Sam Loomis in the midnight finale movie, the original Halloween. 

The movie, which I have seen a few times before, tells the story of Michael Meyers who when six-years-old murders his teenage sister. Michael is locked into a mental intuition and manages to escape. He goes on a murderous killing spree, killing each person in a unique way. Since it was late, only a few saw this movie compared to the many people who saw earlier movies. 

This year’s Horror Thon movies were themed “originals versus sequels”. Senior John Frozneck attended the Horror Thon at Norwich and said, “it was interesting how the older movies had slightly different views of horror such as Friday the 13th had more realistic edge to it than Jason X which had more of a sci-fi edge to it.” 

Renting all four movies would cost more than $10 plus one would have to rewind and return the movie on time and have to see it on their small TV in their residence hall. Horror Thon proved that sometimes exciting things do happen in Willimantic. 

I recommend that future Horror Thons show a sequel series such as Chucky or Stephen King. Maybe the movie theater could invest in one of those high-tech projectors so they could show old movies that have been digital remastered using a projector and VCR rather than the traditional film projector. 

A trivia game with prizes would have been a great way to open such an event and on-screen film trivia could fill in the intermission time between the movies. 

Theatrical trailers, especially older ones are quite interesting to watch; hopefully in the future the theatre could obtain these trailers and show them right before the actual movie.

Overall, this was a great event. A lot of people missed a fun way to spend a Saturday night. 


The response to Horror Thon proved that there are a lot of horror fans out there and proved successful. The Willimantic Digital Cinemas are owned by Welch Theatres who have only recently expanded their business, which now includes four movie theaters in eastern Connecticut. Its Dayville location which celebrated its 2nd annual Horror Thon also had about two hundred people while its Norwich location, also celebrating its 2nd annual Horror Thon, only had ninety people. Its Jewett City Cinema proved to be the most successful of them all with 225 patrons, a completely full house. That theater celebrated its 6th annual Horror Thon.

