Lester Foster, President and CEO of the Foster Development Company, has donated his largest office building, to the Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU) Foundation (http://www.easternct.edu/depts/foundation). The foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to raising funds to support programs at ECSU. Funds raised by The Foundation have become increasingly important, as state and federal funds are much lower now than in the past. State operating support was nearly 75% of the University’s budget in 1987 and in 1997 state-operating support is only 37%. The building is located at 650-664 Main Street in downtown Willimantic adjacent to the Jillson Square Cinema. The building has been appraised at $1,70,000.00, is 52,715 square feet, and was formerly home to Fleet Bank. The steel frame construction building with concrete and dryvit exterior walls sits next to the former Agway property at the east side of downtown. The State Department of Social Services now rents one and a half floors of the facility but when the department’s lease expires, the building will be vacant. Foster has owned the well-maintained property since 1974. Dr. David G. Carter, ECSU President, has not yet speculated his plans for the building. 


“For some time now, I have been planning to donate the property to a not-for-profit organization or educational organization. I am very impressed with the mission Dr. Carter has set for Eastern Connecticut State University. I am specifically pleased with the role he has played in promoting higher education and economic development in eastern Connecticut. Under his stewardship, Eastern has become one of the finest universities in New England”, said Foster. 


“I am overwhelmed. It is the largest donation ever given to Eastern through the Foundation. There are no words to describe our gratitude to Mr. Foster for choosing Eastern as the recipient of this influential landmark,” said Carter/

The Planning and Institutional Research department (http://www.ecsu.ctstateu.edu/depts/pir/index.html) is researching the different ways that the building could be used both to benefit ECSU and downtown Willimantic. The Planning and Institutional Research department consists of four subdivisions: University Information System (UIS) (http://nutmeg.ctstateu.edu/depts/pir/uis/index.html), Planning and Priorities (http://nutmeg.ctstateu.edu/depts/pir/p&pc/p&pc.html), Quality Improvement Team (http://nutmeg.ctstateu.edu/depts/pir/pirpage.htm), and Banner 2000 (http://nutmeg.ctstateu.edu/depts/pir/uis/Banner/index.html).

