Fire Extinguisher Safety

By: Corey Sipe


In an effort to teach students and faculty about the correct usage of fire extinguishers, two firefighters from the Chaplin Fire Department had two metal containers in which they started two contained fires near the Student Center the morning of November 17. Firefighters asked students and faculty members who passed by whether they would like to be taught how to operate a fire extinguisher. This reporter was interested and practiced using a fire extinguisher for the first time. 

To operate a fire extinguisher in the event of a fire, remember PASS. “P” stands for pulling out the pin at the top of the fire extinguisher. “A” stands for aiming the extinguisher at the base of the fire. “S” stands for standing approximately eight feet from the fire and squeezing the handle. Releasing the handle causes the extinguisher to stop. The second “S” stands for sweeping the nozzle back and forth at the base of the fire. To prevent the fire from re-igniting, discharge all of the liquid from the extinguisher and do not reuse the extinguisher.  

There are five types of fire extinguishers. Class A can be used to put out wood and paper fires or ordinary combustible. Class B can be used for grease fires or flammable liquids. Class C can be used for electrical equipment fires. Class D extinguishers can be used for combustible metal fires. Class D fire extinguishers are mainly used in chemistry laboratory and have dry powder in them. Newer fire extinguishers are Class A-B-C have dry chemical in them. They are able to put out all fires except for chemical fires. Class A-B-C fire extinguishers have been placed in the newer and renovated buildings on-campus. All fire extinguishers are clearly marked and all campus buildings on all floors have fire extinguishers placed in the hallways. 

If you see a fire in a campus building and it is small, attempt to put it out using a nearby fire extinguisher. However, if you do not know how to properly operate a fire extinguisher pull the nearest fire alarm, evacuate the building, dial 911.  

