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Beaches in Mystic Places Boast Unique Personalities

By: Corey Sipe


Mystic Places beaches and beach communities are each unique and offer their own brand of summer enjoyment. Here is just a sampler of what can be found along the Connecticut-Rhode Island coast.

Ocean Beach Park


“We have one of the cleanest beaches in the area,” said Maureen Jordon, a concession manager at Ocean Beach Park in New London. 


Ocean Beach is a family-oriented beach featuring children’s movies Tuesday and Thursday nights at dusk along with Cruise Night Classic Car Show including a DJ playing ‘50’s dance music 6-8pm. Magician shows are Wednesdays at 7:30pm while bands often perform on the boardwalk stage Friday and Saturday evenings at 8pm.


Beach visitors come from a wide selection of locations. On a recent day visitors were from Connecticut towns such as Brooklyn, Colchester, Meriden, Newington, and West Hartford, and Massachusetts residents were from Agawam, Chicopee, and Springfield. 


Entertainment at the park includes three waterslides, seven kid rides, kids playground, carousel, arcade, and an 18-hole mini-golf course with life fish ponds.


Banquet facilities include Port ‘N Starboard, The Nautilus, The Pilot House, and The Pavilion. 


Food is available at Carvel’s, Friendly’s, Boardwalk Café, and The Sand Bar Café. A gift shop has beach necessities and souvenirs. 


Ocean Beach offers one of the area’s only public pools with lifeguards along with a bathhouse, picnic area, and a 400-foot nature walk overlooking Alewife Cove.

Watch Hill


The antique Flying Horse Carousel, a National Historic Site, has horses which hand by chains suspended by overhead “sweeps”. The faster the ride, the farther out the horses swing. Rides are available on the oldest carousel in America daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day for children ages 2-12. 


The secluded two-mile long public beach is open weekdays 10am-7pm as well as weekends and holidays 9am to 6pm. Beachgoers can also visit over fifty unique boutiques nearby on Bay Street and Fort Road. 


George Nicholas Joann, owner of the St. Clair Annex, a family-owned and operated ice cream and sandwich shop since 1992, says that business is “very good.”


“Vanilla and chocolate are our most popular flavors,” said George. Two new flavors are available this summer: Strawberry Kiwi and Banana Nut Chip. 


Book and Tackle sells new and used books and postcards since 1953. The shop’s most popular books are new paperback fiction books, says employee Bob Jones.


“Business is so-so,” said Mario Cofone, owner of Café Expresso. His shop has specialty coffees, cappuccinos, gelatos, canolies, smoothies, and calzones, and seven flavors of his newly homemade Italian ice. 


He recommends Icetrizee, an herb tea that can be made either hot or cold and comes in five different flavors. 


“June was not our strongest month but business has picked up,” says Margo Carlson, owner of Puffins of Watch Hill. Her store features artwork, art glass, paintings, home accessories, and designer jewelry. This is the store’s 16th year.

Misquamicut Beach


Rhode Island’s largest state beach, seven miles long, is a popular attraction to many. James Shaw, beach manager, at Misquamicut says, “80 to 85 percent of our guests are non-residents, coming from Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and New Jersey.” 


Unlike Connecticut beaches, Rhode Island beaches have large waves, Jim said, so body and board surfing are allowed in select areas of the beach. 

